Important Notice to all Volunteers

As you are aware, The Bishop’s Office requires that all volunteers in the diocese “are to be educated on their responsibilities to undertake their roles in a way that enhances a safe and caring environment.”

The Diocesan Safeguarding Manager facilitated a Safeguarding and Child Protection training session in our parish late last year. For various reasons (including short notice, busy time of year, daytime jobs, wild weather) not all volunteers were able to attend in person. The training was also able to be accessed online and by email, though we recognise that those formats presented challenges because the relatively large number of documents is not particularly easy to navigate on a computer.

We now have another opportunity to complete Safeguarding and Child Protection training in person:
Tuesday, 9 November at 10:00am; or 
Tuesday, 9 November at 5:30pm
Depending on covid regulations and the number of participants, the training will take place either in the Parish Meeting Room or the Church. Duration of the session will be approximately 1.5 hours.

Please note that “all volunteers” includes liturgical and non-liturgical ministries and whether or not you are directly involved with children, and e.g. Care Group, Parish Finance Council, Parish Pastoral Council, church cleaners, gardening, baptism team, counters. 

There are particular ministries that require completion of Mandatory Reporting and Reportable Conduct training in addition to Safeguarding and Child Protection Training, namely Children’s Liturgy leaders who aren’t teachers in our schools (teachers have already done Mandatory Reporting training), sacristans, ministers of the Eucharist in the home, senior altar servers. A session on Mandatory Reporting and Reportable Conduct Training will be available on Tuesday 9 November at 1:00pm.

If you have yet to complete your training, we hope that one of the above time slots is suitable. Please call the Parish Office on 6658 3544 to indicate which session you will be attending.

