
ENTRANCE ANTIPHON (or a hymn) To you I call; for you will surely heed me, O God; turn your 
ear to me; hear my words. Guard me as the apple of your eye; in the shadow of your wings 
protect me.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM (Ps 95)
ANTIPHON: Give the Lord glory and honour.
RESPONSE: Give the Lord glory and honour.
LECTOR: O sing a new song to the Lord, sing to the Lord all the earth. Tell among the nations 
his glory and his wonders among all the peoples. R.
LECTOR: The Lord is great and worthy of praise, to be feared above all gods; the gods of the 
heathens are naught. It was the Lord who made the heavens. R.
LECTOR: Give the Lord, you families of peoples, give the Lord glory and power, give the Lord the 
glory of his name. Bring an offering and enter his courts. R.
LECTOR:Worship the Lord in his temple. O earth, tremble before him. Proclaim to the nations: 
“God is king.” He will judge the peoples in fairness. R.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION Alleluia, alleluia! Shine on the world like bright stars; you are offering 
it the word of life. Alleluia! 

COMMUNION ANTIPHON (or a hymn) Behold, the eyes of the Lord are on those who fear him, 
who hope in his merciful love, to rescue their souls from death, to keep them alive in famine.

Or 

The Son of Man has come to give his life as a ransom for many.

TODAY’S READINGS Isaiah 45:1, 4-6; 1 Thessalonians 1:1-5; Matthew 22:15-21

NEXT WEEK (30th Sunday of Year A) Exodus 22:20-26; Ps 17; 1 Thess 1:5-10; Matthew 22:34-
40

www.majellan.mediaWe Respond

Majellan Christmas Cards

Our Christmas cards have always proved popular. Only 
$7.50 per packet of 10, including postage. Don’t miss 
out! Go on line now to order: majellan.media/product/
christmas-cards-2020/

Or fill in the order form in the Spring issue of The 
Majellan and post back to us at PO Box 43 Brighton Vic 
3186.

Brighten up  
your day with  
The Majellan

Finding 
nourishment 
in exile
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   The Jewish people experienced two 
major exiles. The first was the Assyrian 
Exile beginning in the eighth century BCE 
when the ten northern tribes were forced 
into exile in Assyria. The second was the 
Babylonian Exile in the sixth century BCE 
when Nebuchadnezzar, the King of Babylon, 
twice attacked Jerusalem and on the second 
occasion destroyed the city. 
   The Babylonian Exile lasted almost seventy 
years until Cyrus, the King of Persia, who 
defeated the Babylonians and issued an 
edict that the Jewish people could return 
to their homeland. The return home didn’t 
happen immediately, but over time a large 
group of exiles returned to Jerusalem and 
began to rebuild their shattered city. 
   The prophet Isaiah refers to Cyrus as 
the “anointed” of the Lord,” a title usually 
ascribed to the Davidic king. Furthermore, 
this Persian king’s hand is grasped by 
God, which signifies the conferral of royal 
authority. Cyrus exercises legitimate 
authority over the people of God, despite 
the fact that he is a non-believer. God works 
through this king and God’s plan unfolds 
through him even though he is not aware of 
it.
   The experience of exile must have been 
devastating because, after being led out of 
Egypt to the ‘promised land’, they were once 
again captive and subject to non-believers. 

It meant the loss of freedom, the loss of a 
beloved city, and leaving home. 
   Our experience of the pandemic of 
COVID–19 has in some ways been a time of 
exile. We lost the freedom to move around our 
neighbourhood and to travel. We couldn’t dine 
out or invite friends over for a meal. We lost 
the opportunity to participate in the eucharist 
with a gathered community, although we may 
have joined them online from our homes.
   In a time of exile, we search for ways to 
be nourished both physically and spiritually. 
Fortunately, we were able to shop for food. 
Spiritually, we were called to be creative in 
deepening our relationship with the Lord and 
caring for one another. The self-isolation was 
a time to draw deeply on the rich resources 
of the scriptures, to renew personal and 
family prayer, to practise meditation, and to 
assess what we deemed valuable in life. It 
was also a time to create networks of care by 
communicating with family and friends using 
modern technologies.
   Perhaps, and hopefully, fasting from 
eucharist can be an opportunity to value 
it more deeply while at the same time 
developing deeper spiritual resources to 
nourish us on our life’s journey in ways that 
help us understand, as Jesus teaches in 
today’s gospel, what belongs to Caesar and 
what belongs to God.
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